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· Governor Christie recently signed into law two bills, A3606/A3607 and A3608, strongly supported by NJSHA.  They are the result of the findings of the Reading Disabilities Task Force, in which NJSHA well-represented by member Karen Kimberlin.  
· A3606/A3607 mandates that the Department of Education provide professional development opportunities, related to reading disabilities, for educators.  SLSs are explicitly included in this new law.  
· A3608 directs the Department of Education to incorporate the International Dyslexia Association’s definition of dyslexia in the State’s special education regulations.   
·  On behalf of NJSHA, Karen Kimberlin and our lobbyist, Lynn Nowak,  testified in favor of these bills when they were heard by the Senate Education Committee on June 20, 2013.  Sponsored by Assemblyman Albano and Senator VanDrew (D-Cape May), they passed the Senate unanimously on June 27. 
·   Another bill in the package, A3605, which requires screening of students for dyslexia, is still awaiting consideration by the Assembly Appropriations Committee.  There has been some disagreement between advocates and educators regarding when the screening should take place.  

